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Standard 3-5  The student will write for a variety of purposes and audiences.  
 

 

The teacher should continue to address earlier indicators as they apply to more 
difficult texts. 

 

 

Indicator 3-5.3 Create written descriptions about people, places, or events. 
 

Definition of Revised Bloom’s Verb  
Create  Put elements together to form a coherent or functional whole 
 

Explanation of Indicator 
Creating descriptive writing requires that writers use sensory words. The ability to 

do so requires that students have had opportunities to observe, noting with words 
or pictures, sensory details. The practice of observing details is a foundational skill 
which can lead to elaboration and eventually to the use of figurative language. 

 
Descriptive Writing 

In descriptive writing, the five senses are used to paint a picture in the reader’s 
mind. This type of writing should describe something so clearly that the reader can 

imagine it. Descriptive writing includes: 
 Details   
 Visualization 

 Hear it, feel it, smell it, taste it, see it  
 

As students compose descriptive writing and incorporate the use of sensory 
language, he or she needs to consider looking over (revising) their text to add or 
cut details.  
 

Detail Check: 
 Add at least one more sensory detail to help the reader imagine the topic 

ever better. 
 Cut a detail that doesn’t belong. 
 Move any details that seem out of place.  

 
Instructional Progression 

The level of difficulty of the text increases at each grade level. Additionally, some 
areas of focus differ at each grade level.   
 

What do students need to know before they can understand the 
creation of descriptions of objects, people, places, or events? 

 
The production of written language is the latest developing, most 
challenging form of language use in humans. The act of composing 

and using written language draws on all the processing systems 
needed for reading (meaning, structure and visual cues) and others 

such as motor, memory and attention as well.  
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Writing instruction should emphasize the writing process such as 
brainstorming and generating ideas, producing drafts, interacting with 

an audience in order to revise and improve the writing and using 
publication as a motivator to edit for conventions. 

 
The Process for Descriptive Writing: 
Prewriting (Trait – Ideas) 

 Select a Topic (Trait – Ideas) 
 Gather Details 

Drafts (Trait – Organization) 
 Beginning 
 Middle  

 End 
Revise (Traits – Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency) 

 Look for places to add, cut or move details. 
 How could the description be made better? 

Edit (Trait – Conventions) 

 Check for capitalization, punctuation, spelling and grammar. 
Publish (All Traits) 

 
The exploration of using various descriptive word choices will provide a 

scaffold for students and assist with vocabulary development. The 
development of the students’ language can be supported with word 
walls/charts and personal word dictionaries. 

 
 Areas to develop students’ language are transition words and order 

of location words.  
 
Order of Location            

Left to Right      
Top to Bottom     

Outside to Inside   
   
Transitions to show time 

First, second, third, next, last 
Now, today, yesterday, tomorrow 

 
Within the creation of descriptions, what have students been 
taught and what will they be taught in the future? 

The words in bold indicate a change from grade to grade.  
 

K-5.3   Use symbols (drawings, letters, and words) to create 
descriptions of personal experiences, people, places, or 
things. 

1-5.3  Create written pieces that describe personal experiences, 
people, places, or things and that use words that appeal to 

the senses. 



 

June 23, 2009 3 

2-5.3 Create written pieces that describe objects, people, places, or 
events and that use words that appeal to the senses. 

3-5.3 Create written descriptions about people, places, or events. 
4-5.3 Create written descriptions using language that appeals to the 

readers’ senses. 
5-5.3 Create written descriptions using precise language and vivid 

details. 

6-5.3 Create written descriptions using precise language and vivid 
details. 

7-5.3 Create descriptions for use in other modes of written works 
(for example, narrative, expository, or persuasive). 

8-5.3 Create descriptions for use in other modes of written works (for 

example, narrative, expository, and persuasive). 
E1-5.3 Create descriptions for use in other modes of written works (for 

example, narratives and expository, and persuasive). 
E2-5.3 Create descriptive pieces (for example, personal essays, 

travel writing, or restaurant reviews) that use sensory 

images and vivid word choice. 
E3-5.3 Create descriptive pieces (for example, personal essays, travel 

writing, or restaurant reviews) that use sensory images and 
vivid word choice. 

E4-5.3 Create descriptive pieces (for example, personal essays, travel 
writing, or restaurant reviews) that use sensory images and 
vivid word choice. 

 
When teaching the creation of descriptive writing, what 

connections, links, or ties can be made to other indicators? 
3-1.1  Analyze the details that support the expression of the main idea 

in a given literary text. 

3-1.6  Analyze the effect of the author’s craft (for example, word 
choice and sentence structure) on the meaning of a given 

literary text. 
3-1.7  Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods 

(for example, writing, creative dramatics, and the visual and 

performing arts). 
3-2.1  Summarize evidence that supports the central idea of a given 

informational text. 
3-2.4  Create responses to informational texts through a variety of 

methods (for example, drawings, written works, and oral 

presentations). 
3-2.5  Use headings, subheadings, print styles, captions, and chapter 

headings to gain information. 
3-2.6  Use graphic features (including illustrations, graphs, charts, 

maps, diagrams, and graphic organizers) as sources of 

information. 
3-2.7  Use functional text features (including tables of contents, 

glossaries, and indexes) as sources of information. 
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3-3.4  Read high frequency words in texts. (See Instructional 
Appendix: High Frequency Words.) 

3-3.5  Use context clues to determine the relationship between two or 
more words (including synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms). 

3-3.6  Spell high frequency words. (See Instructional Appendix: High 
Frequency Words.) 

3-3.7   Spell correctly 

· words that have blends, 
· contractions, 

· compound words, 
· orthographic patterns (for example, qu, consonant 

doubling, 

· changing the ending of a word from y to ies when forming 
the plural), and 

· common homonyms. 
3-4.1  Generate and organize ideas for writing using prewriting 

techniques (for example, creating lists, having discussions, and 

examining literary models). 
3-4.2  Use complete sentences (including compound sentences) in 

writing. 
3-4.3  Create paragraphs that include a topic sentence with supporting 

details and logical transitions. 
3-4.4  Use grammatical conventions of written Standard American 

English, including 

• comparative and superlative adjectives, 
• prepositions and prepositional phrases, 

• conjunctions (because, since, yet, until), and 
• nominative and objective case pronouns. 
(See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing Matrix.) 

3-4.5  Revise the organization and development of content and the 
quality of voice in written works. (See Instructional Appendix: 

Composite Writing Matrix.) 
3-4.6  Edit for the correct use of written Standard American English, 

including 

• capitalization 
– geographic names, 

– holidays, and 
– historical and special events; 

• punctuation 

– commas in addresses, 
– commas in the greeting and closing of letters, 

– commas in compound sentences, 
– apostrophes in contractions and possessive nouns, 
– periods in abbreviations, and 

– indentation of paragraphs; and 
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• spelling 
– misused homonyms, 

– high frequency multisyllabic words, 
– words that have blends, 

– contractions, 
– compound words, and 
– orthographic patterns (for example, qu, consonant 

doubling, changing the ending of a word from y to ies 
when forming the plural). 

(See Instructional Appendix: Composite Writing Matrix.) 
3-4.7   Use correct letter formation when using manuscript and cursive 

writing. 

3-5.1  Create written communications (for example, friendly letters 
that include a greeting, body, closing, and signature and 

invitations that include the time, date, and place of the event). 
3-5.2  Create narratives that include characters and setting and follow 

a logical sequence. 

3-5.3   Create written descriptions about people, places, or events. 
3-5.4  Create written pieces (for example, riddles and jokes) to 

entertain others. 
3-6.7  Use appropriate visual aids (for example, pictures, objects, and 

charts) to support oral presentations. 
 

Classroom Assessment  

Students should be taught and assessed using similar methods. For example, in this 
indicator, the verb is “create.” In third grade, students create descriptions of 

people, places and things. These descriptions may be assessed during one-on-one 
writing conferences, during small group discussions, or as a written assessment. 
When students are assessed, they should be asked to show what they have learned 

in the same way they were taught.  
 

Instruction in the Six Traits of Writing would enhance the students’ writing 
achievement. The descriptive writing pieces could be assessed with the Extended 

Response Scoring Rubric for Grades 3 – 8 or the Six Trait Rubrics. 

 
The primary focus of an assessment for descriptive writing is to determine if 

students can effectively create written descriptions about people, places, or events 
using sensory details so the reader can imagine it.  

 
Suggested Instructional Resources 
Professional Texts 

Anderson, Jeff. Mechanically Inclined. Portland, ME: Stenhouse, 2005. 

Portalupi, Joann and Ralph Fletcher. Craft Lessons. New York: Stenhouse, 2001. 

Portalupi, Joann and Ralph Fletcher. Nonfiction Craft Lessons. New York: 
Stenhouse, 2001. 
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Spandel, Vicki. Books, Lessons, Ideas, for Teaching the Six Traits. Wilmington, MA 
Great Source, 2001. 

Spandel, Vicki. Creating Writers. Boston, MA: Pearson, 2005. 

Write Source, Wilmington, MA:  Great Source Education Group, 2006.   

(Although this is a student book it has excellent examples of the writing process, 
traits of good writing and the forms of writing.) 
 

Rog, Lori Jamison Marvelous Minilessons for Teaching Beginning Writing, K-3, 
International Reading Association, 2006. 

 
Dorn, Linda and Carla Soffos Scaffolding Young Writers: A Writers’ Workshop 

Approach, Stenhouse Publishers, 2001. 

 
Student Texts 

There are many titles that teachers and students may select to better understand 
Literacy Elements.  Using a variety of student texts, written by different authors, 
with varying story structures and plots will extend opportunities to learn about 

characters, setting, sequential order and the relationships among them.  
 

Library Media Specialists from the South Carolina Association of School Librarians 
(SCASL) are collaborating with the South Carolina Department of Education to 

provide a sampling of texts to match the indicators. This will continue be a work in 
progress. Teachers should collaborate with their library media specialists for 
additional suggestions. These titles can be used for read alouds, shared reading, 

and independent reading. While each title on the list has been read and reviewed 
by professionals, some of these titles may not meet the needs of each classroom 

environment. Teachers are encouraged to read the texts prior to using them in 
class.  
 

Nonprint Materials 
http://www.writingfix.com/ 

 
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/writingStrat/## 
 

http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com  
Discovering Language Arts: Writing (Grades K-2) 

Discovering Language Arts: Style, Structure, and Tone (Grades K-2) 
 

 

 

http://www.writingfix.com/
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/writingStrat/##
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/

